Correlation of postoperative epidural analgesia with morbidity and mortality following total knee replacement in Medicare patients.
It is unclear whether perioperative epidural analgesia is associated with a decrease in mortality in patients who undergo orthopedic procedures. We examined 35,878 patients' data obtained from a random sample of Medicare beneficiaries who underwent elective total knee replacement. Division of patients into 2 groups was based on presence or absence of billing for postoperative epidural analgesia. Outcomes assessed were death and major morbidity 30 days after surgery. Multivariate regression analysis revealed no between-groups difference in mortality 30 days after surgery. Postoperative epidural analgesia was not associated with lower incidence of mortality or major morbidity in Medicare patients who underwent elective total knee replacement.